
 

1 

 

 

      
 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DIVISION                                

               231 Capitol Avenue 
Hartford, Connecticut 06106 

(860) 757-2270 Fax (860) 757-2215 

 

Testimony of the Judicial Branch 
Banking Committee Public Hearing 

(Supplemental Link Included) 
 March 2, 2021 

 
S.B. 891, An Act Concerning the Ezequiel Santiago Foreclosure  

Mediation Program and Other Alternatives to Foreclosure 
 

 
 Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony regarding S.B. 891, An Act 

Concerning the Ezequiel Santiago Foreclosure Mediation Program and Other Alternatives to 

Foreclosure.  We greatly appreciate the sustained support that this Committee has provided to 

this program, which has helped to resolve literally thousands of foreclosure cases prior to the 

entry of judgment.  Should the Committee decide to extend the program, we hope that you will 

consider two specific actions.   

 

First, we request that the requirement contained in subsection (j) of Section 2 that the 

Chief Court Administrator prepare and submit a statistical report about the program to the 

General Assembly be eliminated.  The requirement to produce the foreclosure mediation report 

represents an onerous work effort, consisting of 44 charts and tables.  This information is derived 

from several databases, which adds to the time-consuming nature of its collection and analysis.  

In addition, the Judicial Branch also produces many charts outside of the required report that 

depict volume, participation, and program outcomes.  Should the Legislature choose to follow 

this recommendation and eliminate the reporting requirement, information will continue to be 

available on the Judicial Branch’s website, as it is today.  Moreover, it should be noted that the 

bulk of the report consists of predictable descriptive demographic and loan data that represent a 

significant work effort to complete, and which has stayed consistent since the program’s 

inception.  Here is a link to the most recent report.   
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The second action pertains to funding for the program, which is currently supported by 

the Banking Fund.  Beginning on June 30, 2023, the funding for this program will run out 

because the program is currently scheduled to sunset.  Funding to continue this program would 

need to be appropriated to the Judicial Branch’s budget beginning in FY 24. 

 

Thank you for your time and attention on this matter.  

 

 


